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I  Should  not  have  taken  the  fmalieft  notice  of  Mr 
Wefley’s  reveries,  provided  they  had  not  been 
calculated  to  hold  forth  the  bed  friends  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,  and  the  protedant  fuccedion,  to  government, 
as  objects  deferving  the  royal  vengeance.  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  ieen  io  many  falfhoods  contained 
in  as  little  bounds,  as  there  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Calm  Addrefs  ;  for  except  what  he  fays  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  pamphlet,  namely ,  that  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  them  were  fold,  I  can  fcarcely  find  another 
well  afeertained  faff  in  the  whole  twenty-three  fec- 
tions.  Mr  Wefley  obferves,  that  he  has  had  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  converting  with  perfons  on  both  fides  of 
the  quedion,  who  have  been  in,  and  come  /'row  A- 
meiica,  and  by  comparing  their  accounts,  has  form¬ 
ed  an  eflimate  of  the  true  flate  of  the  cafe.  Thofe 
that  are  acquainted  with  Mr  Wefley’s  journals,  and 
know  what  lengths  he  frequently  goes  in  firetching 
faffs,  will  have  little  confidence  in  his  veracity* in, 
telling  this  dory.  He  proceeds  to  give  us  an  hido* 
ry  of  the  jprings  and  caufes  of  the  prefent  unhappy 
conteft  between  Britain  and  her  late  colonies.  He 
is  never  at  a  lofs  for  authorities.  His  Brother 
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Charles  is  always  ready — and  Charles,  good  man, 
[lt,j  viol ''it  Horna  wa:-  driven  into  Bolton  torty-one 
years  ago,  and  faw  the  prefent  political  ftorrn,  and 
the  florm  of  war  gathering  fall:.  He  heard  feveral 
people  talking  then  of  independency  ;  hut  Cnarles 
does  not  fay  who  they  were.  Another  gentleman  two 
years  after  this,  obferved  the  fame  thing,  and  told 
it  to  Mr  Wefley,  and  Mr  Wefley  never  told  it  till 
the  year  1777-  Is  it  very  likely,  if  this  had  been 
true  and  Mr  Wefley  had  been  as  fmcere  a  friend  to 
government  as  he  profelTes  himfelf  to  be,  that  he 
would  have  kept  this  rebellious  lecret  lo  long.  It  is 
a  capital  crime  to  know  ot  treafon  and  conc_ea.it. 
But  the  real  matter  of  fa£t  is,  that  not  one  ct  the  e 
llories  is  true,1  nor  would  ever  have  been  heard  ot, 
provided  Mr  Wefley  had  not  been  employed  by  *ome 
perfons  to  write  a  pamphlet;  and  fomething  mu  t 
be  faid,  Calumniate  Aucader  A {liquid  Adherebit. 
It  was  a  thing  in  juftice,  due  to  the  public,  to  have 
given  the  words  and  names  of  the  men,  that  were 

then  hatching  rebellion. 

Mr  Wefley  informs  us  that  he  has  abundance  of 
letters ,  from  perfons  in  America,  whofe  judgment 
and  veracity  and  impartiality  he  can  I'alel>r  ‘;1e^n 
upon.  The  public  would  have  delired  to  lezn e/e 
letters,  and  had  a  right  to  lee  them  ;  feeing  they  fix 
charges  upon  their  fellow-fubjeas  ot  a  very  heinous 
nature.  1  can  affine  Mr  Wefley  that  I  Have  no  fit¬ 
ters  from  that  country,  but  I  heard  Dr  E-mag  and 

BrlViUiamfon,  two  gentlemen  from  Philadelphia,  at- 
firm  fince  this  controverfy  began,  that  the  Americans 
had  no  fuch  ideas  as  independency.  Thefe  gentle¬ 
men  were  examined  in  the  cabinet  council,  and  Mr 
Wefley’s  friends  can  tell  him  whether  they  did  not 
declare  the  fame  thing  there,  and  alfo  gave  reafons 
why  they  thought  independency  not  conven  . 
The  notions  of  independency  were  producer  ^y 
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the  violence  of  the  meafures  of  government.  Our 
author  in  his  hiftorical  narrative,  imputes  the  ery- 
creafe  of  population  in  America  to  the  mildnefs  of 
government, — and  this  is  a  reafon  why  it  ffiould  have 
continued  mild,,  for  the  more  fubjedts  a  government 
has,  the  richer  it  grows.- — But  the  milchief  of  the 
matter  is,  when  they  turned  rich  they  defrauded 
the  king  of  his  cutloms.  Like  Scotch  and  Englijl, ? 
fmugglers  they  run  goods,  when  it  was  in  their 
power,  and  the  officers  could  net  find  them  out. 
And  worfe  fiiil,  the  celebrated  Mr  Hancock  was  the 
moll  notorious  of  the  w  hole  gang.  Now  tofhew  how 
far  Mr  VVeOey’s  word  is  to  be  depended  upon, I  heard 
a  Mr  Turner  a  j  up  er  cargo  of  a  veffieJ  in  the  harbour 
of  Newcaft/e,  declare  in  the  piefence  of  feme  gentle¬ 
men  in  this  town,  who  will  be.  ready  to  bear  teftimony 
to  what  1  affinin. — that  what  Mr  WcHey  fays  of  Mr 
Hancock ,  was  a  malicious  Hander.  And  moreover 
I  muld  inform  Mr  JVeJley ,  that  though  Mr  Turner  is 
as  inveterate  an  enemy  to  the  Americans  as  he  is, 
yet  the  ilander  which  he  read  in  his  Calm  Addrefs , 
made  him  both  fwear  and  curfemoH  terribly.  When 
a  grave  religious  man,  lias  fio  far  got  the  better  of  his 
conf-cience  as  deliberately  to  publilh  notorious  falfe- 
hoods  to  the  public,  what  credit  can  be  given  to  him 
in  any  thing  he  fays  ?  What  Mr  Wefley  fays  con¬ 
cerning  l  lie  A  me  i  ican  Juries  is  exceedingly  malicious, 
and  Ihews  that  this  old  man  has  given  up  all  regard 
to  truth  and  decency .  What  reafons  lias  he  to  con¬ 
clude  that  the  Juries  in  America  are  guilty  of  perju¬ 
ry  more  than  Juries  in  England?  If  they  acquitted 
the  perfons  who  were  accufed  of  fmuggling,  it  was 
becaufe  there  was  no  guilt,  and  becaufe  the  ofiicers 
ftretched  their  commiffions,  as  they  are  cf  en  found 
to  do  in  Old  England,  as  well  as  in  New  England . 
Before  Mr  Wefiey  had  nffiered  fuch  a  grievous  ac- 
cufation  againft  any  people,  be  ought  to  have  fhewn 
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that  the  evidence  was  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  ver¬ 
dict  of  the  jury.  But  this  he  has  not  done,  and 
therefore  the  whole  mull:  be  confidered  as  a  delibe¬ 
rate  malicious  flandering  of  an  innocent  people. — 
Had  Mr  Wefley  had  proofs  at  hand  to  have  con¬ 
firmed  his  accufations,  there  are  none  who  know  the 
character  of  the  man,  but  mult  be  perfuaded,  that 
he  would  have  given  them  at  full  length.  He  is 
neither  fo  unwilling  to  write, nor  does  he  want  a  dif- 
pofition  to  fet  thisfubjedl  in  the  clearelt  light.  The 
reafon  why  he  proceeds  no  farther  than  he  has  done 
is,  that  there  is  not  one  word  true  that  he  fays. 

What  this  writer  fays  againfi  the  patriots  in  England, 
is  what  now  he  mull  confefs  to  be  a  wicked  flander;  for 
his  good  friends  the  tninijlry  have  faid  the  lame  things 
that  the  patriots  have  faid  ;  and  the  Americans  have 
not  been  rebels, otherwife  the  new  afis  of parliament  are 
afls  of  hypGcrify .  Mr  We  if  ey  fays,#/  it  was  thought  rea - 
finable  every  part  ofthc  Brit  ijh  E  m pi  re  fbould  furnifh  its 
part  of  the  general  expence,  the  Englijh  parliament  laid 
a  fmall  duty  on  the  tea  imported  to  America  ;  and  then 
the  patriots  and  Americans  confidently  afierted  that 
the  Englijh  parliament  had  no  right  to  tax  America. 
This  he  calls  alferting  anew  right.  But  it  is  certain¬ 
ly  a  right  as  old  as  the  Confiitution  of  England,  that 
all  countries  that  are  taxed  by  any  government  ought 
to  have  fome  fhare  in  the  lejgiflature  ;  but  the  xAmei  i- 
cans  had  none  in  England,  and  could  not  lawfully  be 
taxed  by  the  Englijh  parliament .  The  Englifh  tea, 
was  thrown  into  the  fea,  which  Mr  Wefley  calls  an 
a,ct  of  rebellion.  But  lie  does  not  prove  thispoint.  For 
it  can  be  no  atfi  of  rebellion  to  refill:  laws  that  are  con¬ 
trary  to  the  effcntial  confiitution  of  an  empire.  It 
was  as  much  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Britilh  Em¬ 
pire,  for  people  to  bring  tea  to  America  with  a  new 
tax  upon  it,  as  for  them  to  throw  it  into  the  lea. 
If  the  Britifh  parliament  has  a  right  to  tax  the  Ame¬ 
rican 


(  ?  ) 
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Roantea,  without  their  confent,  they  have  right  ttr 
J'JX  Ctleir  hfa.d5>  and  every  thing  they  have’alfo 
But  the  truth  is, they  have  no  right  to  tax  themat  all, 
more  than  they  have  a  right  to  tax  countries  that 
have  no  reprefenlatives  in  their  legifJature.  Amen, 
ca  by  lunation  is  fo  far  distant  from  England,  that 
it  .s  not  poflible,  that  the  people  there  can  be  repre¬ 
sented  m  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  it  is 
botli  illegal  and  unjujl  to  entruft  a  people  that  fquan- 
aer  away  their  own  fubflance,  uror.  the  molt  un¬ 
worthy  objetfs,  with  themoff  intererting  concerns  of 
L".‘len  l^lere  is  no  rejlraint  upon  them.  ,V  r 
,  bnngs  a  charge  againft  Come  principal  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  country  of  writing  letters  to  the  Cong  refs 
nearly  m  thefe  words,—  -  make  no  ccnctffions  ;  give 
up  nothing.  Stand  your  ground.  Be  refolute 

“  alu  y°u  mi,y  upon  it,  in  iefs  than  an  year 

and  an  half,  there  w  ill  be  fuel)  commotions  in 
“  England,  that  the  government  will  be  glad  to  be 
reconciled  to  you,  upon  your  own  terms  ”  This 
is  Idee  many  others  of  Mr  Wefky’s  grou,  dlefs  a  (Ter- 
tions  ;  founded  ,n  fufpicicn  and  published  out  of  ma. 
lice.  As  ought  to  have  given  the  very  words  of  the 
tellers,  and  have  informed  us  who  were  the  authors  • 
but  he  could  not,  otherwife  he  would  have  done  it’ 

It  is  amazing  he  is  not  afharned  to  publifh  fuch  gla¬ 
ring  falfehoods.  Does  he  imagine  that  people  ;re  o- 
bhged  to  take  his  word  for  things  thac  aflfetf  the 
charadlers  of  an  innocent  and  inoffenfne  people  a- 
broad  and  perfons  at  home,  who  have  never  offend¬ 
ed  ?  He  has  too  often  forfeited  his  charac'ler  as  a 

JUry-teller ,  to  deferve  credit  in  matters  of  Inch  im 
portance. 

But  let  us  now  come  to  his  account  of  the  general 
Jrjl  and  the  efficacy  thereof,—-  At  length  fays  he 
the  king  proclaimed  a  fall  in  England  that  we 
"  ^g'11  humble  ourfelves  before  God,  and  implore 
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“  his  blefling  and  aflitlance  ;  Tome  of  the  patrons  of 
tc  independency  mocked  at  this,  and  endeavoured  to 
“  turn  it  into  ridicule.’5  It  was  no  more  than  it  de- 
“  ferved,  which  Mr  Wefley  knows  very  well;  for 
it  was  a  folernn  mocking  of  the  mofl  high,  and  the 
mod  daring  impiety  that  ever  a  nation  expreded  a- 
gainft  the  great  fuprerne  of  the  univerfe.  Yet  he  has 
the  alfurance  to  fay, — “  that  there  is  all  reafon  to 
believe  that  God  was  well  pleafed  with  it.”  Mr 
Wefley  was  certainly  dreaming  when  he  wrote  what 
follows;  for  all  that  he  fays,  happened  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  fad,  had  happened  betore  it.  Long- 
Hand,  Staten- 1  ft  and  >  New -York,  Fort  JVaJhington 
and  Fort  Lee  were  all  in  po/Tcffion  of  the  King’s 
troops  before  Mr  Wefley  and  his  friends  humbled 
themfelves.  But  I  mud  now  tell  Mr  Wefley  that 
there  are  fome  confequences  of  this  mock  fad,  which 
he  has  forgotten  to  mention,  there  was  fomething 
happened  at  Trenton  in  the  Jerfeys ,  which  fell  out 
nenr  about  the  time  of  that  hypocritical  humiliation  : 
500  men  lod  their  lives,  and  the  Britifh  forces  were 
defeated  with  difgrace,  by  very  inferior  numbers. 
The  almighty  feems  to  have  been  in  wrath  atfuch 
diflimulation,  and  (hewed  a  very  early  mark  of  his 
difpleafure.  The  prayers  of  thefafters  was  for  blood 
and  it  was  not  long  till  the  Lord  gave  them  blood  to 
drink.  Another  effeft  of  this  profane  humiliation  is, 
that  it  hardened  the  hearts  of  finners  and  made  them 
repeat  the  fame  difohedience ,  There  is  another 
thing  that  has  followed  this  new  method  of  fading, 
a  whole  Britilli  army  has  been  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  the  colonies,  and  another  fhut  up  in  Phila- 
de’phia,  likely  to  be  in  the  fame  fituation. 

This  arch-hypocrite,  wilfully  utters  the  court  lan¬ 
guage,  which  both  he  and  they  knew  to  be  abfoliHely 
jalfe.  Hear  his  own  words,  what  would  a  million 

do  ij  they  ran  away  as  foon  as  the  Englijh  appeen  ed , 

whatever 
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Whatever  they  do  they  -will  not  fight.  1  believe  they  can, tot 
for  the  hand  oj  Godis  upon  them.  Was  there  ever  greater 
falfehoods  and  profanity  ?  The  old  man  either  knew 
he  was  telling  a  he  or  he  was  wdling  to  be  deceived, 
ror  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  all  that  he  has 
aid  upon  this  fubjea.  The  fi rft  lord  of  the  treafury 
has  proved  in  the  Houle  of  Commons  to  a  demon- 
jtration,  that  in  ail  the  battles  which  have  either 
been  loft  or  gained  on  both  fides,that  the  Britifh  forces 
,?ve  been  fuperior  in  numbers  to  the  provincials. 
Mr  Y\  efley  ought  to  rebuke  Lord  North  for  deceiving 
nm  ;  and  hi  a  king  him  expofe  himfelf  to  the  world 
as  one  of  the  molt  notorious  perverters  of  fads  that 

i  i  j  qui  z'ult  decipi ,  decipiatur .  The  old 
niannad  good  will  to  the  employment,  and  was  wil¬ 
ling -to  ue  deceived.  Butfuppofc  that  MrWtfley  might 
oe  fo.  gueii  ior  becoming  a  oupe  to  the  miniftry,  yet 
WT°  c*n  forgive  him  forabufing  the  name  and  char- 
®  the  almighty  ;  ^  He  tells  lies  of  his  God  wil¬ 

fully  ana  wittingly  ;  fnce<we  fought  help  from  God , 
there  has  been  a  manifefl  hlaft  upon  them.  AH  the  blafts 
that  has  yet  appeared  has  been  in  their  favour, and  a- 

Kfh  ’u'f  ’S  Je  -r  iem!s the  7?0'.and  the  caufi 
‘•‘try  have  elpou.'ed.  I  would  afk  Mr  Wefley 

,  ,7  heLCould  be  10  faring  as  to  a/k  Cod  to  help  to 
detlroy  h :s  own  people  ;  lor  no  other  reafun  than  to 
giatily  the  want  panels  ol  a  few  ambitious  men,  that 
l<  ive  rot  tne  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes  ? 

Hut  we  now  come  to  another  piece  of  hiflory  which  is 
to  be  iound  no  where, but  in  Mi  Wefley  >&  private  chro¬ 
nicle  which  ne  now  and  then  receives  from  fome  profli- 
igate  perlons  who  were  mctU  JiJl preacher,  in  America, 

.  ,eL  J  ‘;n!c.  u,r  p’-jcleces,  and  joined  the  Briti/h 
•i.my.  Ii  tins  accufer  cl  the  Americans  Iha’I  charge 
me  with  m.lreprefenting  him,  and  feme  ol  h  is  friends, 

,  ,  !1“r)  amo  ig  Ins  own  friends,  vouchersfor 

w.:at  I  aihrm.  he  r.-prefents  the  Americans  as  cruel, 
vatbttrous,  and  fav.tge,  burning  houfes  and  fending 

0  women 
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women  an d  children  into  the  woods.  Did  he  not 
receive  this  intelligence  from  a  certain  quarter,  from 
one  who  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  becaufe  the 
author  was  obliged  to  make  the  bell  of  his  way  to 
New- York  to  fave  his  head.  He  fled  fo  faff  that  he 
thought  all  things  were  on  fire  behind  him.  The 
Gazette  is  gofpel,  when  compared  to  the  Calm  Ad* 
drift.  It  is  furprizing  that  Lord  and  General  Ho<wey 
Bur'Joyne ,  and  others ,  who  were  upon  the  fpot  never 
told  us  of  this  barbarity .  It  has  not  as  yet  been  re- 
giftcred  in  the  Gazette,  nor  publilhed  in  the  moft 
venal  chronicles.  This  confumate  piece  offalfehood 
was  left  for  the  pious  repofltoryt  Mr  Weflcy's  Calm  Ad- 
drefs  1  wonder  how  this  diflipated  old  man  can  fhew 
his  face  for  fhame.  He  feems  to  be  part  all  feeling. 
But  if  my  audience  will  bear  with  me  a  little,  I  will 
give  them  a  fpecimen  from  his  own  words  of  the 
firangeft  rant  that  ever  proceeded  from  the  pen  of 
an  Emhnfiafl, — “  At  firft  profperity  feemed  to  at- 
“  tend  them  in  all  their  undertakings.  But  fince 
“  we  fought  help  of  God,  there  has  been  a  manifeft 
“  blalf  upon  them.  Their  armies  are  fcattered  ;  their 
•  «  forts  and  ffrong  holds  loll ;  their  provinces  taken 
««  one  after  another.  Mean  time  theyare  nothumbled? 
««  No  :  they  roar  like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net.  They 
11  tear  up  the  ground  with  fiercenefs  and  rage  ;  re- 
««  pentence  is  hid  from  their  eyes.  They  revenge 
“  thernfelves  upon  women  and  children.  They  burn 
<<  a|j  behind  them  !  O  American  virtue  !  are  thefe 
< c  the  men  who  are  propofed  as  a  pattern  to  all  Eu- 
a  rope”  ?  This  is  more  like  the  ravings  of  a  bedlam¬ 
ite  than  a  grave  aged  divine  ;  but  what  renders  the 
whole  confumately  wicked,  it  is  all  lies,  and  not 
one  word  of  truth  in  it  all.  The  meaning  and  de¬ 
ft  rn  of  it  is  to  drefs  up  the  Americans  in  the  worft 
attiudes  poflible  to  make  them  hateful  to  their  fel¬ 
low  fubjetfs  of  Great  Britain,  that  they  may  join  in 

a  flitting 
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affifting  the  government  to  deftroy  them.  This 
writer  proceeds  to  enforce  his  exclaaaatien  upon  the 
minds  of  his  countrymen.  What  are  the  refledions 
that  naturally  arife  in  your  breads  ?  Are  you  not 
ready  all  to  rife  and  haflen  acrofs  the  Atlantic 
to  deftroy  fuch  mifcreants  ?  That  is  the  defign  of 

this  violent  exclamation.  Mr  W  efley  affirms, - - - 

<(  there  is  not  the  leaftfhadow  of  liberty  left  in  the 
**  confederate  colonies.  There  is  no  liberty  of  the 
“  prefs.  A  man  may  more  fafely  print  againft  the 
««  church  in  Italy  and  Spain  than  publifh  a  tittle  a- 
“  gainft  the  congrefs  in  New- England  or  P ennfylva- 
nia.  There  is  no  liberty  of  confcience.  What 
“  minifter  is  permitted  to  follow  his  own  confcience 
“  in  the  execution  of  his  office.  To  put  men  in  mind 
“  to  be  fubjedl  to  the  principalities  and  powers  ? 
««  To  fear  God  and  honour  the  king  ?  who  is  fuf- 
“  fered  (whatever  his  confcience  may  dilate)  to 
««  pray  for  the  kingand  all  in  authority. ”  How  can 
Mr  Wefley  expedfcthe  Americans  will  grant  what  our 
own  government  will  not  allow  at  home  ?  Is  it  not 
wifdom  to  rcftrain  profelfed  enemies?  would  the  King 
of  Great  Britain, or  would  any  AyWfubjedts  in  Eng’and 
fuffer  men  openly  to  pray  for  the  pretender  or  write 
indefence  of  his  t  ights;  or,  would  they  not  fecure  all 
fpies  that  were  either  fent  by  their  enemies,  or  were 
refiding  among  themfelves,  watching  to  deftroy  their 
rights  or  liberties.  The  Americans  have  declared 
they  ha  ve.no  king,  and  confider  themfelves  no  more 
fubjedt  to  our  king  than  the  Dutch  reckon  them¬ 
felves  fubjedl  to  the  King  of  Spain,  and  therefore 
confider  thofe  as  rebels  againft  their  dates  who  want 
to  fubjedt  them  to  a  foreign  authority.  Were  any 
'endeavouring  to  prove  that  the  Americans  have  do¬ 
minion  in  England,  or  had  aright  to  rule  here  they 
would  deferve  to  be  ferved  in  the  fame  manner.  1  do 
not  find  that  the  Americans  meddle  with  any  per¬ 
sons 
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Tons  good  or  bad,  except  thofe  of  their  enemies,  and 
our  army  does  the  fame  thing.  Mr  Wefley  ought 
firll  to  have  fettled  which  caule  is  the  moil  righte¬ 
ous  before  he  had  been  fo  violent  in  his  cenfure. 

•nr?.  *ny  man  fays  a  word  for  the  king  what 
will  follow  >  I  anfwer,  any  man  may  fay  he  is  King 
ot  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  any  place  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  no  bad  tiling  will  follow.  And  no  perfon 
here  dare  fay  that  the  Congrefs  are  lords  of 
Great  Britain,  without  having  reafon  to  expea  as 
bad  conferences,  as  thofe  he  fnppofes  in  America. 
7' he  Jacobites  in  the  reign  of  King  William  made 
ule  ot  the  fame  arguments  again!!  the  revolution. 

i  his  fympathizing  Chrijlian  divine  is  very  much 
concerned  for  the  poor  colonies,  becaufe  they  have 
given  up  the  fubdance  for  the  ihadow.  But  the 
people  themfelves  do  not  complain  ;  it  is  ou'y  a  few 
tones  in  the  colonies  that  are  defirous  of  making  the 
reit  (laves,  that  complain,  becaufe  they  cannot  have 
power  to  enflave  them.  Mr  Wefley  affirms,—*  that  we 
“  have  received  no  liberty  from  our  fathers  ;  that 

Engliffi  liberty  only  commenced  at  the  revc- 
“  hition.”  Well  let  us  hold  there  ;  then,  we  had 
it  from  our  forefathers,  for  there  are  few  alive  now 
that  ever  faw  the  revolution.  But  we  are  alfo  obli- 
ge  I.to  thofe  who  ilruggled  before  that  time  for  oh. 
taming  liberty,  though  they  did  not  fucceed  fo  per- 
(eftly.  J  Had  Mr  Wefley's  hand  begins  to  (hake, 

'  heu  he  mentions  Oliver  Cromwell  and  the  lone  par¬ 
liament  ;  Cromwell  was  no  friend  to  fuch  as  MtYVef- 
Jey,  nor  would  he  have  rewarded  him  for  his  Calm 
'Add refs,  ft  was  in  his  time  and  that  oi  the  long  par¬ 
liament  tnac  Englifh  lien  began  to  claim  liberty  more 
perfectly,  ft  is  true  what  Borel  the  Dutch  Ambaffu- 
cf  ir  faid  of  h  m,  Cromwell  etoit  un  grand  homme. 
Cromwell  -was  a  great  man.  But  would  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Britain  have  permitted  the  friends  of  King 
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James  to  have  written  in  his  defence,  ©r  prayed  for 
him  publicly  more  than  theCongrefs  will  fufFer  the 
friends  of  our  fovereign  to  purfue  thefe  meafures. 

1  fuppofe  not,  yet  Mr  Wefley  confrffes  this  was  the 
of  liberty. 

This  author  comes  at  lad  to  view*  this  fubjedl  in  a 
religious  light,  and  endeavours  from  fcripture  to 
urge  obedience  to  the  higher  powers  ;  he  alfo  ex¬ 
horts  men  to  abflain  from  fpeaking  evil  of  th#  rulers 
ofour  people.  This  is  all  right.  But  I  fuppoie  there 
is  a  difference  between  fpeaking  things  that  are  true , 
and  things  that  are  evil.  If  adls  of  oppreflion  aie 
vifibJe,  and  government  continues  to  opprels,  is  it 
fpeaking  evil  to  fay  that  cpprellion  is  contrary  to 
law  and  rigkteeufnefs  ?  We  are  a  people  governed 
by  laws,  and  it  is  not  fpeaking  evil  of  rulers  to  fay 
that  they  err  when  they  tranfgrefs  the  laws  of  the 
land,  by  exertions  of  power  contrary  thereto.  Mr 
Wefley’s  argument  for  the  powers  that  be,  is  juft  as 
firong  in  favour  of  the  American  Congrefs  as  it  is  in 
favour  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain;  for  when¬ 
ever  a  government  is  changed,  and  another  comes 
in  its  head,  the  latter  i3  the  power  that  then  is ,  and 
according  to  Mr  Wefley, ought  to  be  obeyed  for  con- 
fcience-fake.  But  it  is  plain  that  the  apoftle  means 
wo  pa  five  obedience  nor  non  refiftancey  but  only  de¬ 
clares  the  duty  of  fuhjedts  to  thole  powers  that  are  a 
terror  to  evil  and  a  praife  to  what  isgood .  Trifling 
upon  this  fubje<51  is  altogether  needlefs  ;  for  no  man 
is  in  conference  bound  to  obey  thpfe,  who  do  not 
rule  according  to  the  laws  of  iocicty.  Juh  govern¬ 
ment  and  allegience  are  reciprocal.  The  righteous 
God  of  heaven  could  never  command  his  rational 
creatures  to  obey  either  the  devil,  or  hisfervfints  that 
ferve  him.  No  government  except  that  which  tends 
to  the  good  of  the  whole  community  as  its  end,  caii 

be  from  him  who  loves  all  his  creatures,  any  other 
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ways  that  national  evils  and  calamities  are fent  to  na^- 
tions  for  punifhment  of  their  tranfgreffions.  And 
it  would  be  no  compliment  to  a  magiftrate  to  tell 
him  he  was  of  God  in  tire  fame  way,  that  Nimrod , 
.r/’  and  Judas  Ifcariot ,  was  of  God.  .  Magiffracy 
is  from  God,  and  is  his  ordinance,  but  thofe  who 
proltituie  that  office  by  dijfpation ,  luxury ,  extrava * 
£ance>  ailcl  oppreffion  are  from  another  quarter.  It 
appears  prepollerous  and  contrary  to  reafon,and  com- 
rnon  fenie,  that  fo  many  millions  of  people  fhould 
e  obliged  to  anfvver  all  the  demands  which  the  lulls 
of  rulers  make  upon  them;  and  that  one 
half  fhould  be  enflaved  and  ftarved  to  find  fewel 

t0  •  fiame  of  a  paffion  for  dominion, 

which  in  the  end  ruins  both  the  foul  and  body  of 
t  K  magijt rat e .  The  money  laid  out  upon  pageantry 
of  courts  and  for  fupporting  an  extravagant  royal 
equipage,  and  grandeur,  is  the  word  applied  of  any 
ion  of  human  fubftance.  When  all  the  fubjefts  live 
ealy,  let  the  dignity  of  fuperiors  be  in  proportion, 
but  governors  ought  always  to  confider  the  fitua* 
tion  of  their  fubjecls.  I  cannot  perceive  that  there 
is  any  principle  in  fcripture  orreafon,  that  fay  that 
millions  fhould  be  wafled  by  a  few,  when  hundreds  of 
thoufands  are  pining  away  in  want,  hard  labour, 
and  poverty .  There  is  enough  in  the  world  to  make 
all  honelt  people  live  comfortably,  provided  fuitable 
dividends  were  obierved.  There  is  no  occafion  ta 
purfue  leveling  pratfices,  to  obtain  this  end  ;  for 
moderation  in  the  great  would  keep  the  poor  from 
difirefs  without  raifing  them  equal  to  the  high,  or 
bringing  them  below  their  dignity. 

I  am  far  from  wiflung  either  the  dignity  of  magi* 
Jirates,  or  the  honour  of  government  lelfened  in  any 
degree  ;  hut  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  both  might  be  fupported  with  far  lefs 
experue  to  the  community  ;  and  with  more  advam- 
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tage  and  health  to  the  crown.  The  dignity  of 
government  does  not  confift  in  the  Aims  of  money 
that  are  expended  by  royal  fervants,  nor  in  the  pa¬ 
geantry  and  (hew  that  is  made  by  a  multitude  of  at¬ 
tendants,  but  in  the  right  exercife  of  power,  for  the 
end  and' purp-oje  tor  which  it  was  at  firft  fubftituted. 
Real  dignity  is  not  what  every  one  thinks  fo, — there 
is  a  ftandard  of  dignity,  which  is  to  dowhat  is.  wor¬ 
thy  in  itfelf  and  profitabl c  to  jociety  at  large.  T  his 
is  the  dignity  of  government,  and  ot  a  crown.  The 
farther  'men  depart  from  this,  they  will  have  the 
lefs  dignity.  There  need  be  Yio  difference  among 
mankind  about  this  point  ;  they  might  all  agree  in 
the  principle,  though  they  differ  in  the  way  of 
feeking  to  obtain  the  end. 

There  is  one  thing  which  Mr  Wefley  takes  for 
granted,  throughout  his  whole  Calm  Addrefs^  “that 
there  are  numbers  of  people  thatlpeak  evil  of  digni¬ 
ties,  and  of  the  higher  powers.” — This  does  not  ap- 
pear  from  any  thing  .  he  has  faid  ;  he  affirms  but 
does  not  prove  his  point.  Thofe  whom  he  calls  pa¬ 
triots  in  derifion,  have  as  much  reverence,  and  re¬ 


gard  for  their  Kii g  and  the  laws  ot  their  country  as 
he  can  pretend  to  have  ;  but  they  are  not  fo  delli- 
tute  of  regard  to  truth  as  to  call  good  evil  and  evil 
■ good ,  put  light  for  darknefs ,  and  darknefs  for  light. — 
At  the  fame  time  that  they  venerate  government, 
they  reprobate  the  adtions  of  men  who  pervert  it  to 
the  ruin  of  the  law’s  and  the  conilitution.  To  fpeak 
evil  of  governors  is  to  lie  upon  them,  or  mifrepre- 
fent  their  adtions,  to  fay  they  do  what  they  do  not. 
But  who  are  thofe  patriots  who  have  abufed  the 
king,  or  have  told  falfehoods  of  his  fervants  ?  Their 
actions  are  public,  and  free  to  any  one  to  cenfure  or 
.  approve,  as  they  appear  right  or  wrong.  Such  as 
have  either  abufed  the  King ,  or  lied  upon  his  minijlers 
deferve  a  fevere  cenjure  and  rebuke j  but  who  are 

thefe  ? 
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P  Mr  Wefley  has  not  told  us,  except  in  gene¬ 
ral.  I  deny  the  fad,  and  call  upon  Mr  Wefley  to 
prove  what  he  has  averted.  It  has  been  often 
proved  that  the  prefent  executive  powers,  and  the 
prelent  legiflature  alio,  have  done  feveral  things 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  Britilh  lo- 
c'cty  ;  and  made  modern  llatutes  clafh  with  ancient 
conllitutions  ;  hut  this  is  not  fpeaking  evil  of 
ties,  b\n /peaking  truth  of  them.  Does  Mr  VVdky 
»ea:!y  believe  that  the  /Jpofiles  Paul  and  Peter  in¬ 
tended  by  their  exhortations  to  the  ancient  Chri- 
Itiens,  to  enjoin  it 'as  duty  to  them  to  yie'd  obe¬ 
dience^  for  conlcience  fake  to  Nero,  to  help  him  to 
hmn  home  ?  Or  wou'd  they  have  been  guilty  of  a 
t  ranlgreliion  of  apofolical  authority  if  they  had  laid 
tha.  it  was  a  veiy  wicked  adion  in  the  emperor  to  do 
it  ?  Or  would  it  not  have  been  their  duty  to  have 
refilled  luch  an  ad  of  violence  and  tyranny  ?  This 
to  be  lure,  according  to  Mr  Wdley,  would  have  been 
refilling  the  powers  that  be>  and  bringing  damnation 
upon  the  heads  ofthofe  that  refilled.  But  is  it  pof- 
fi  )hj  that  a  righteous  God  would  ever  require  rea¬ 
sonable  creatures  to  fupport  any  authority  for  their 
own  deitrudion  ?  It  is  amazing  that  it  lhould  have 
been  the  privilege  of  mankind  from  the  beginning 
ol  the  world  till  the  coming  of  Chrilt,  to  judge  con¬ 
cerning  the  adions  of  men  in  power,  and  to  cenfure 
them  as  they  delerved,  and  that  this .  liberty  fhould 
have  been  taken  away  by  Chrift,  who  in  all  other 
relpeds  enlarged  the  privileges  of  mankind. 

But  the  a  poll  I  e  in  his  commands  to  the  Chriftians, 
has  no  refped  to  wicked  magiftrates  at  all.  He 
calls  them  E^eo-ieaq  vnsBfep/^o-icmq.  The  excellent  au¬ 
thorities.  Our  tranllators  know  well  enough  how 
to  render  wss^^iouq  in  other  places,  ns  Phil  ii.  3. 
Let  every  man,  namely,  every  Chrihian,  elleem  a- 
11  & t h ci  more  excellent  than  liimfelf,  x'^B^s^raq. 

Phil. 
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Phil.  in.  8.  this  word  is  made  to  exprefs  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl,  to  tiertpsjcon.  ln 
the  fourth  chapter  this  word  is  applied  to  the  peace 
of  God  which  excelleth  all  things,  v«r.f«xs<ra  _ 
whole  meaning  of  the  apodle  is  in  fhort,  m  his  own 

words,  exprelfed  thus,  let  every  ioul  be  funjeft  to 
the  powers  that  protea  them;  lor  it  is  not  autho¬ 
rity  unlefs  it  come  from  God.  .The  authorities  that 
be  of  God,  are  commanded  by  him.  Thus  they 
have  their  mark  and  criterion  by  which  they  are 

known  to  be  from  God;  they  bare  h.s  appoint¬ 
ment,  and  it  is  their  end  to  anfwer  that  appoint¬ 
ment.  When  they  do  not  anfwer  that  end,  the 
ordinance  is  perverted  by  the  mifmanageroent  of  the 
cffi-er,  and  therefore,  though  the  ordinance  de- 
ferves  our  regard,  the  magiftrate  that  perverts  it 
deferves  our  dilapprobation.  This  is  plain  and  f  .111 
reafoning.  It  is  indeed  very  wicked  and  abiurd  to 

make  the  holy  fcriptures  fupport  do<ffvines  to  which 
they  were  never  intended  to  give  the  Imai  eft  aid. 
In  the  tiroes  of  the  Apoftles  Peter and  Paul ,  there 
were  Tome  who  allumed  the  Chriftian  name;  who 
imagined  by  becoming  Cliridians  that  they  were 
fre«d  from  all  obedience  to  lawful  authority,  and 
like  thole  people  at  Munlter,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
reformation  wanted  to  level  all  ranks  and  dijiin:- 
tions.  Lell  this  fhould  be  imputed  to  all  the  Ghri- 
ftians,  and  be  made  an  handle  againd  them,  the  apo- 
files  commands  the  churches  to  be  iubjed  to  all 
decrees  o (lawful  authority  ,  whether  they  were  fu- 
nreme  or  fubotdinate.  And  this  is  the  whole  of 
their  deftan  and  intention,  in  all  thele  exhortations. 
They  did  not  mean  to  inculcate  non-refidance  ot 

tyranny,  but  only  pointed  forth  men’s  duty  to  ma- 

<sillrates  th a t  were  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  and  a  pratje 

to  them  that  did  well,  .  ,  .  n 

M’-  Wcfley  has  a  particular  antipathy  againll 
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tlu’.c  he  calls  Diffentcrs  from  the  church  Re 
ll;ueUenHl)tthemhW't|h  fhe  VenSeance  of  church  and 

royal  d?'*  'f’l  ^ 

hrineino  rhe  P  r  '•  f'r  datbers  were  zealous  in 

t-,  nS  i?  h^BrUnfw,ck  family  t0  the  throne  of  Bri- 

pow^rto"  MrrWfey’S  8°°d“  all  in  he  r 
Knee  OPnPOr%th,e  acceffion'  They,  with  all  their 
Pretender  Pf7ed  two  rebellions,  when  a  Popilh 

fovereisn  ’  l  u  adhe,'ent3’  stacked  the 
wour  to  fnn^°n  e  throne.  And  they  now  endea- 

again!!  men  h fame.PrinciP'«.  they  did  then, 
pf« L  h  ,Wh°  7f  m^rntainitag  the  fame  princi- 

forr  to VJ  '  rebe'S  did-  Thef  are  exceedingly 
that  are  <nen  giving  counfels  to  their  fovereign 

verveonhd  C°  ?ake  drive  from  hinfa 

wifLfur  1  part,of  h,s  dominions.  Had  their 
preferved  ?d’  -T  blood  aad  treafure  had  been 

refill,  had  been  knr/of  ‘  Th'  n°''  ,  a”TP‘S 
have  b-en  nf  I  r  • - 1  he  people  ,n  America 

-thouoh  rh  Ti  ferV,Ce  to  this  country  ;  and 
,  "gh  'heir  fathers  were  driven  from  it  by  the 

they  have"  \fdd°”S\  Mr  f'Pf*  good  friends,  yet 

their  mi  th  maim,”ned  a  very  great  regard  for 
the  mother  country  ;  and  had  fhe  not  turned  a 

her  vntPmm>er’  ^7  WOl,,d  not  have  thrown  off 
Dili'  T  Th'^  accufer  of  the  brethren  charges  the 

ve  n"  ;rS,W,,h  fpeaking  teproaehfully  of  their  go- 

th  “  7“  po,nts  out  DOt  ore  fail.  He  threatens 

hem,  with  the  vengeance  of  both  God  and  the  King, 

and  al!  f„r  nothmg.  They  have  faid  nothin, o,  they 

fhem  T  7“ng'  thateven  he  himfelfcan  fix  upol 
wicke  ,rVe  f  ven'Seance  of  either.  That 

bol.s  7r°bfte  °  d  man  i(  he  had  the  almighty’s 

to  1ell  Rh°7,heJW0U  d  f00n  fend  al1  the  diffenters 
/  ,  Iiut  how  does  he  know  that  the  almighty  will 

toni'th  Tf/  x\  Ca[aniI!ics  and  m°ck  when  their  fear 

neth *  1  he  Almighty  is  merciful, and  will  not  iiften  to 

the 
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the  peevifh  defires  of  either  kings  or  clergymen.  1 
would  not  wilb  even  this  old  hardened  Tinner  fuch  a 
fate,  as  he  threatens  the  difTenters  with.  Let  him 
find  mercy,  and  grace  in  time  of  need  ;  and  truly 
if  ever  he  obtain  mercy,  he  will  find  that  it  will  not 
be  for  writing  this  Calm  Addrefs.  I  wonder  much 
ho  w  he  could  give  it  this  title,  when  it  breathes  no¬ 
thing  but  falfehood  and  vengeance.  If  this  is  a 
Calm  Addrefs  few  can  tell  what  is  a  violent  one. 

This  performance  of  Mr  Wefley  is  an  hint  to  go¬ 
vernment,  when  they  have  leifure  to  perfecute  the 
Proufiant  DifTenters.  This  old  man  cannot  die  in 
peace  without  having  a  little  blood  fhed  before  he 
die  upon  the  cld /core.  But  fiiould  even  his  Sheldensy 
and  Lauds  arife  and  alfo  a  prince  willing  to  fupport 
their  fanguinary  meafures,  there  will  ftil!  be  found 
among  DifTenters  fuch  as  will  *  overcome  by  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb  and  the  word  of  their  teftimony,  and 
give  even  their  lives  for  fogooda  caufe  * 

From  what  Mr  Wefley  has  faid,  he  either  knows, 
that  fome  of  his  brethren  are  very  wicked,  or  wifhes 
that  they  may  be  fo,  when. he  fays  that  they  are  only 
waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  perfecute  innocent 
people  on  account  of  their  religion.  But  if  Mr 
Wefley, and  his  friends  fhall  ever  again  try  this  ex¬ 
periment,  let  them  take  care,  that  the  blood  of  Dif- 
fenters  does  not  drown  their  hierarchy,  and  in  con- 
clufion  put  a  period  to  thofe  dignities  that  are  fo 
ready  to  opprefs  mankind.  It  once  happend  that 
the  violent  meafures  of  a  Laud,  ruined  both  himfelf 
and  his  fovereign,  and  overfet  the  whole  fabricof 
epifcopacy.  Perhaps  if  fuch  meafures  are  again 
purfued,  the  next  blow  will  be  a  total  annihilation 
of  the  whole  fyftem  ;  for  mankind  will  not  always 
endure  an  order  of  men  that  cannot  enjoy  their  do¬ 
minion  and  power  without  having  it  drenched  in 
blood. 
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This  hint  which  Mr  Wefley  has  thrown  out  can 
be  of  no  fervice  to  government,  but  a  real  injury  ; 
for  if  any  believe  what  he  has  aOirmed,they  will  find 
it  their  interefi,  to  fly  to  an  afylum  which  provi¬ 
dence  feems  to  have  prepared  for  them.  It  was  the 
perfecution  of  men  of  the  principles  of  DifTenters, 
that  laid  the  foundation  of  the  American  Empire, 
and  probably  the  purfuit  of  Lauds  principles  may  now 
do  much  to  eflablifh  its  independency.  I  heartily 
wifh  that  our  prefent  loyereign  may  be  preferved 
from  men  ofMr  Wefley’s  principles,  who  are  ready 
to  advife  meafures,  that  will  always  embarafs 
government,  as  long  as  men  have  the  fraalleft  fenfe 
of  their  own  liberties. 
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